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FRIENDS' SCHOOL, HOW MOSES BROWN SCHOOL

HARS
_ - RI,
Aidress: 257 Hope Street, Providence, Providences Counuy, Y4-FROV,
thode Island. 152-

Present Owner: Society of Friends

‘Present Occupant: Aoses Brown School

Pregent Use: Schocl
Brief Statement This is the original building of the early and
of Significance: prominent Friends' School in Providence, work of

the architect John Holden Grecne

EPARY I, HISTORICAL INFORMATION
4. Physical History
1. Original and subseguent owners: Society of Friends.

2. Date of erection: 1819

L)

Architect: John Holden Greene

4. Notes on alterations and additions: The building has been
greatly enlarged and altered, and other buildings erected
on the grounds.

5. Sources of informetion: R. . Kelsey, History of Moses
Brown School (Providence, 1919).
John Hutchins Cady, The Civic and Architechural Develop-
ment of Providence 1636-1950 (Providence, Rhode Island:
The Book Shop, 1957), pp. 87, 152.
John Williams Haley, Providence Tllusirated Guide
(Providence: Haley and Sykes Company, 1931), p. 99.

B. Historical Events Comnected with Struciture: Friends'School
was opened in this bullding in 1819. The school was built
on a large tract of land donated by Moses Brown in 1814.
doses Brown was a wealthy businessman, prominent in Quaker
affairs, 2 brother of the businessmen John and Nicholas Brown,
and of the architect and scientist Joseph Brown. The name
of the school was changed in 1904 to Moses Brown School.
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PARY T1, ARCHITECTURAL IHFORLATION

. General Statement

1. irchitectural charachier: This is a lerge, but simple
orick school builcing, a work of Jomm Holden G“e ene,
It uses & well-estaklished scheme for such bulldings,
first vsed in Providesnce for qnlverﬂxzj Hell (Lhe College
Baifice) st Brown University, erected in 1770, Joseph
Brown, architect, Universiiy Hzll wes paubernea aiter
Nag sau Hall, Princeton, 1754~ Do, Hobert dmith, architect.
Greene used the same scheme again a fov years laler in
Providence for the Dexter Jsylum,

2. Condivion of fabriec; Good, bui the origingl building
has been extensively cnl""gﬁd ana altered.

B. Techniecal Description of Hxterior

1. Over-zll dimensions: Large ceniral seciion, three-and-
a half stories high, five beys wide on an elevated base-
ment; two-gnd-a-half story wings on elevated basement,
ten bays wide to both sides., Later wings added ai the
ends.

. 2. Wall consiruction: Brick

3. Porches, stoops: Dorie enirance porch zb center of
center section of bullding, one story high, single
colunms at the front corners, approached by & high
flight of granite steps.

4. Chimneys: High brick chimneys in the side walls of
center section.

5. Openings: Vindows are double-hung; six-light sash.
6. lcof:

a. Shape, covering: Geble roof over center section,
geble end boward ihe front., High moniitor on roofs
of side wings similar to those used on the Dexter
Asylum, probably with balustraded cornices origi-
nally.

b. Cupoles: Octagonal cupola over center section,

C. Site: The building is situated on a large, level site, with
2d joining leter buildings, informal landscaping with lawn
and large buildings.

. : Prepared by Osmund R. Overby
Tale University
May 1963



